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When I look back at the first half of the year, | am amazed by how many challenges I have been through. But
the biggest one was definitely my high school graduation 1.

When I first arrived in the Czech Republic (f# 57,) four years ago, I was just a normal exchange __ 2 who
spoke only English. Then at the end of the year-long exchange program, I came up with the ideaof __ 3 my
high school studies there.

At that time, I was only sixteen and delighted by my new future. But I didn’t realize the __ 4 of
completing school in the Czech language, which is considered to be one of the most popular ___ 5 in the world.
As 1 lacked (H/)>) __ 6 of certain subjects, I received the worst marks and people around doubted whether I
could graduate. However, I practiced all the time. Gradually, I could communicate with others fluently and my

7 grew.
The final exam day came. Thinking about everyone who had helped and supported me along my journey, I felt
8 and confident.

In May, I received notice that Thad ___ 9 the exam. At my graduation ceremony, my Czech teacher said
very proudly in front of everyone. “One student, she is from China with only three years of learning Czech, she

10 J

My journey through high school was finally finished. Though the journey of university is just about to begin, I
think I am ready.

1. A. speech B. exam C. present D. custom

2. A. teacher B. expert C. engineer D. student

3. A. finishing B. canceling C. examining D. preparing
4. A. value B. ability C. challenge D. benefit

5. A. places B. music C. songs D. languages
6. A. knowledge B. letter C. luck D. magazine
7. A. money B. fear C. confidence D. worry

8. A. sad B. troubled C. terrible D. encouraged
9. A. passed B. failed C. avoided D. missed

10. A. got away B. broke down C. made it D. calmed down
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My husband was looking___ 11 our two little nieces. They started crying when my husband cooked Iunch.
He ran into the room and___ 12 (see) a small scorpion(l-F), so my husband picked it up. The older girl said,
"Girls can't deal with it." My husband told her, "you never have to be afraid of something only because you’re a
gin. You are as smart and strong as any boy.” He held the scorpion's tail with his___ 13 (finger). The girl asked to
hold it. So my husband put it on her hands while he held the tail. She was so proud of ___14___ (her) that she talked
about it until she went to sleep.
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Yoga makes you feel___15__ ( relax) and you feel all “at one" with your body. Smith Farm is now offering
people the chance 16___ (do) their daily yoga with goats. In fact, the goats don't actually take part in the yoga.
They are more for moral support(f5 4 37 #57), preventing you from getting bred. "It is a wonderful experience,” says
Smith, “It may sound silly but it's truly getting outside in nature with beautiful scenery and lovely animals around
you. Animals can 17 ___(real) help humans deal with stress, illness or sadness.”
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It is easy and very powerful to be kind to those who are kind to you. Yet, to experience the full power of your
sincere kindness, offer it to people ____18 _ are careless and rude to you. Sure, it is difficult to forgive those who
are hurtful lo you. But the way to stop the hurt is by refusing to participate in it. Forgiveness gives you the upper
hand. Be the one who is strong, who ___ 19 (stop) the rudeness. Put the power of kindness ____ 20 forgiveness

to work for you and your world.

By BIREE GERT, 3840
B GR14/ME; B2, 3285
P TR, MBS A By C. D AMNETR, Sl BEER, HESEFR R
TR .
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For some of us, the excitement of seeing a performance at a European opera house is just not enough.
Fortunately, opera houses throughout Europe open their backstage doors to the public. Take advantage of these
opportunities to look behind the scenes of some of the world's great opera houses.

Teatro alla Scala Opera House Tours—Milan

Discover the activities within the opera house on a backstage tour of the La Scala theater in Milan. The tour
also includes an overview of the history of the theater and guides you through the auditorium(¥{ £xJ#) and the
theater boxes.

Paris Opera House Tours—Paris

While it is possible to walk around the public areas of the beautiful Paris Opera House on your own, guided
tours are also offered and are led by an English-speaking guide. During the 90- minute tour, you will learn about the

theater's history and its architecture. You will also have an opportunity to visit the grand staircase.
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Royal Opera House Tours—London
It is one of the most comprehensive of the opera house tours in Europe. The guide at the Royal Opera House

takes you through sections of the backstage area to the props (i& E) room, where workers build the sets, the

costume shop and the ballet studios. There's a chance that you will even catch the ballet dancers backstage in
practice in their big ballet studio.
La Fenice Opera House Tours—Venice
Teatro La Fenice in Venice offers a couple of options for visitors. A self-guided tour of the beautiful halls and
grounds with a voice guide is available at the box office. Guided tours are also available with an expert that will
explain the history of the opera house from its origins to its rebuilding.
21. In which opera house might you be able to see a costume shop backstage?
A. The Teatro alla Scala Opera House B. The Paris Opera House
C. The Royal Opera House D. The La Fenice Opera House
22. What do the above four opera houses have in common?
A. They all offer free guided tours.
B. They all open their backstage areas to the public.
C. They are all free to the public.
D. They are all located in France.

23. Where can we most probably find this text?

A. In a sports magazine B. In an adventure novel
C. In a history book D. On a culture website
B

My family lives in Texas. [ was born and brought up in Texas and I am a graduate of the University of Texas.

However around my second year in law school, I wanted to make a great change, which was almost unheard of for

Texans: I wanted to leave!

I realized this after completing my first-year internship(3Z > #]). I knew I wanted something different and my
chance came during the 2011 Super Bowl(H i ER#E 2% A 3E) in Dallas. A snowstorm blanketed the entire city in

snow and thousands of people were gathered. I overheard that StubHub, a big company from a great city, San
Francisco, was throwing a party next door to my hotel. I thought if I could get an internship, I could leave for the
summer and at least see what it was like. Yes, it was a huge leap. I told myself I was ready.

There was just one problem: I wasn’t invited to the StubHub party. But you know I’m the type of person who
goes for something she wants. Needless to say, I crashed the party and found my way to the president. I kindly
introduced myself and then asked if they had a legal internship program. Guess what? They accepted my request to
be a legal intern, even though no such program existed.

The legal department didn’t have a permanent position for me. However, I got many other chances to be a
legal intern in other companies. That experience has shaped my life. Working for a great company in San Francisco,
I’m incredibly happy for making my decision to leave Texas.

By leaving Texas, I learned that it is so much more rewarding to try the unfamiliar than to stay in the comfort
zone. Exploring the unfamiliar is how you’ll understand what fits your life. I say, dive in headfirst.

24. The author was able to leave Texas because
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A. she dropped out of the University of Texas

B. she watched the 2011 Super Bowl in Dallas

C. a snowstorm blanketed the entire city in snow

D. she introduced herself to the president of StubHub

25. In the fourth paragraph, what does the underlined word “permanent” mean?

A. suitable B. important

C. long-lasting D. high-respected

26. Which of the following words best describe the author?

A. Patient and honest. B. Smart and humorous.

C. Determined and positive. D. Supportive and energetic.

27. What does the author want to tell us through her experience?
A. You must choose a career that you like.

B. Jumping out of your comfort zone is rewarding.

C. Accepting who you are makes you realize your strengths.

D. You should listen to your family to learn about your potential.

C

A few weeks ago, I sat with a California farmer named Dave Ribeiro. I asked him what he wished to know
about farmers. He smiled and said, “That we walk among you. We look like you and talk like you. We have
advanced degrees and hobbies, just like you.”

Take Dave for example: He's a young man with a music degree. And if you walked past him on the street,
you'd never think, “There goes a farmer.”

Is someone like Dave who you picture when you think of a farmer? Probably not. I think that most people
would picture a man in his overalls(_L/Efil%). I can tell you, that does not represent Dave or any of the many other
farmers I have gotten to know.

Not only do we have to throw out our previous impression of farmers, but farming as a whole doesn't look
much like it used to either. We recently sent a team out to see what modern farming looks like, and they found
farmers to be completely different from our usual ideas about them and also came across them in some unexpected
places.

In a parking lot in a neighborhood of Brooklyn, they met a new crop of young farmers who were trying to

bring fresh greens closer to eaters in the city by growing them in high-tech indoor vertical(# H []) farms. In a

Florida field under the fight path of an airport, they discovered farmers with university degrees growing plants that
might someday fuel our cars. And in a modern farm in California, they observed how farmers were using
technology to take the best possible care of their animals.

These farmers all spend their days in very different ways—none of them looks like the previous farmer we
have in our mind—but they're all working on new ways to feed our planet. Not only do we need to change our idea
of what farming looks like, but we also need to change our view of where solutions can come from. Feeding all of
us is going to take all of us working together.

28. How does Dave describe today's farmers?

A. They often walk on the street. B. They are leading a very busy life.
C. They are similar to ordinary people. D. They have little time to make friends.
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29. How does the author think most people see farmers?

A. They usually wear overalls. B. They have interesting hobbies.
C. They are skilled at growing crops. D. They know modern farming practices.
30. What was the purpose of the team?

A. To deepen connections among farmers.

B. To study different technologies in farming.

C. To find the new developments of modern farming.

D. To encourage farmers to use new farming method.

31. What do the farmers mentioned in Paragraph 5 have in common?

A. They all work in the city.

B. They all use high technology.

C. They all do hard physical work.

D. They all work with universities.

D

Enjoy the challenge of a new term

The new term is finally here, which means, of course, it’s time to return to school.

For many students across China, that also means having to leave home for the next several months and move
into a school dormitory.

Being away from our family for a long time, however, often leads to homesickness, a feeling that most students
have experienced at some point.

A study by the UK’s National Union of Students found that up to 70 percent of UK students living away from
home experience homesickness within their first few weeks of being away.

But homesickness isn’t just a feeling of sadness that happens in our mind; it can also affect us physically.

“You feel homesickness in your stomach—it’s an unease in which you feel uncomfortable, nervous, stressed
because you’re in a place or situation that’s not familiar,” Joshua Klapow, a professor of public heath at the University
of Alabama, us, told HuffPost.

According to Klapow, the body reacts physically when it’s placed in an unknown situation such as being
separated from one’s familiar surroundings for a long time.

“It’s an evolutionary (3fft, ) thing that makes us protect ourselves from danger when something is unknown,”
he told the HuftPost.

“When we think about home, we know that the sense of unknown ... is not happening there, so we want to
return.”

So, how can we overcome these physical reactions?

Ruth Hardy of the Guardian offered advice for students who are feeling the effects of being away from the safety
of home.

“Try and establish routines (# #{) quickly. This can make your new environment feel more stable and will

hopefully make you feel more settled,” she wrote.
Making friends with others who are in your situation is also a great way to feel less homesick, according to
Hardy.

The most important thing to remember, however, is that homesickness is completely normal and is nothing to
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be ashamed of.
And once it’s gone, you’re free to enjoy the adventures and challenges of a brand new school year.
32. The study by the UK’s National Union of Students is mentioned to
A. show how homesickness causes harm to students
B. prove it’s common for students to feel homesick
C. introduce some causes of homesickness
D. show how all young people are troubled by homesickness
33. What can we learn about homesickness?
A. It’s only a feeling in our mind.
B. It usually disappears after a few weeks.
C. It has a physical influence on our body.
D. It always happens once we visit an unfamiliar place.
34. How does Hardy suggest people deal with homesickness?
A. Take part in as many activities as possible.
B. Talk about your problems with your friends.
C. Get into a routine as early as possible.

D. Avoid seeing things related to your home life.
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How old is “old”?

How old is “old”? ___ 35 More than two hundred years ago, you were old at 35. That was the average life
then. At the turn of the 20th century, as medical knowledge advanced, the average life span (£ /&) increased to 45.
In 1950, 70-year-olds were really old. Today, a healthy 70-year-old is looking forward to many more active years.

So, how old is old? The answer is one you’ve heard many times, from all sorts of people. “You are as old or
young as you feel!” The calendar (H JJ7) simply tells you how many years you have lived. _ 36

Once an unknown author wrote, “Youth is not a time of life but it is a state of mind. Nobody grows old by
living a number of years. 37 ”

__ 38 Alice Brophy, when she was with the New York City commission for the Aging, said, “It upsets me
when people say, ‘Gee, you look young for your age!” What does that mean? Is there some model that you’re
supposed to look a certain way at 65 and 75 and 85? You know you can die old at 30 and live young at 80.”

There are many wrong ideas about aging. __ 39 Here are some of the more common ones. For example,
most older people are in poor health, or older people are unable to change.

A. Old is a point of view.

B. It’s extremely terrible to be grown old.

C. The answer has changed over the years.

D. Your body tells you how well you’ve lived.
E. Older people are stubborn, unable to change.

F. People grow old by giving up their goals.
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G. These ideas stereotype ([ 1t.) people on the basis of age.

By PERE GEF, 3240
B GL4/MNE, BME3 S, 125
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Most cultures have a festival of light. Each culture celebrates this festival in a different way. There is one thing
that is the same, however, and this is the wish for peace and happiness in the world.

The Jewish Festival of Light is called Hanukkah. Hanukkah usually takes place in December. The story of
why Hanukkabh is celebrated is very old. It is told that a very long time ago, Jewish people called the Macabees
were at war with a country called Syria. On the day that the Macabees won the war, they cleaned up their holy
place, which is called a temple, because the Syrian people had been living there. They wanted to light their holy
lamps to say thank you for the end of the war, but found only a very small amount of oil left over to do that. The
Macabees lit the lamps anyway, thinking that they would soon go out. The lamps kept burning for eight days! The
Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah every year by lighting a candlestick that has eight candleholders. Every night a
new candle is lit so that on the eighth night, all eight candles stand together. Presents are given at this time and
money is given to the poor.

Lanterns are another form of light. In China, lanterns are famous works of art. The Lantern Festival goes back
more than 2,000 years to the Qin Dynasty. It takes place on the 15% day of the Chinese New Year, bringing the New
Year season to a close. During the festival, parks become a sea of lanterns. Sometimes streets are blocked off and
lanterns are put down on each side to make a hallway of lanterns. People also hang lanterns in their gardens, outside
their houses or on boats. The lanterns are made in many shapes, sizes and colours. They are usually made from silk,
paper and plastic. Some are even made from ice. It is believed that these lanterns will guide visitors and the spirits
of ancestors to the celebrations. The Lantern Festival is a time for families, young and old to spend together. Every
New Year the wish is the same—peace and happiness to all.

40. What’s the same with the festivals of light in different cultures? (AN 11 4> i)
41. Why do the Jewish light a new candle every night during the festival? (AR 12 /SR
42. What festival brings an end to the new year season? (AN 5 AN HLii])

43 What is the purpose of this article? (ANEERL 8 4 HLiH])
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1 But you know I'm the type of person who goes for something she wants. {HA7 %178 32 A FHE K A CAHER R
VERIN . AN, PEERIRFNSS ek E SRR, B b Bk, w7 RLAIW R & — AN el
ST AR A BN . ik C T

(27 AvEfE ]
HEFE 8, ARYE B J5 — B By leaving Texas, I learned that it is so much more rewarding to try the unfamiliar than
to stay in the comfortzone, Exploring‘the unfamiliar is how yow'll understand what fits your life. T say, dive in
headfirst. S IFAEE =i f5, FNIRF], A RGRR AR EERTEST & R 77 A 2 . RRARBNEY
FEVRUMT BEAR AT 2 A IR A TS . UL, —SkFLdk2s. alsn, fEEH A CRE b a3kl B rRe&riE
X2 fHAFH . Huk B i,
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[t ) iX 2 — R B S0, ek 1 BURHR BOR @R AR IS, RIRFITE R CEA P2 AT
FIAANIFET T

[28 @ TEfE ]
AT HE R . ARYE S 2 — B He smiled and said, “That we walk among you. We look like you and talk like
you. We have advanced degrees and hobbies, just like you.” R &1, fhiit: “TRATERNTH AT E . FATEEKAZ
R, BIEBIR. WURE R, IRAIA &SR AR E L, Pl Dave A A4 R AR RAE @A —FE, C Il
s, Wk C.

(29 A% ]
T PRAR RS, AR SCE 2E = B Is someone like Dave who you picture when you think of a farmer? Probably not.
I think that most people would picture a man in his overalls( _{ER) /T A, BB — AL RES, a2 ]
SRR (Dave) ZFEAIAMIG? WIHEA S . IANNKZ BN EL TAFRKRER DN, BIEFEEE R
REBANSWARKREF TR, A BIFFEEE. ik A,

[30 @ 1EfE ]
HEFR I W . AR 5 U BL We recently sent a team out to see what modern farming looks like 7] %11, FATIRE T
—ANHRFE LIS, X5 C Il (FHRILM PR ) KRR, #uk C.

(31 @R ]
T HR R . ARHE S 2 HLBLH a new crop of young farmers who were trying to bring fresh greens closer to eaters
in the city by growing them in high-tech indoor vertical(3E . []) farms; farmers with university degrees growing

plants that might someday fuel our cars; farmers were using technology to take the best possible care of their animals.

FIEN, A /INER AR RAE m BHE 10 % N 2 BRI HOM DR B3 s R AT K400, Pl AR A6 38—
H AT DOAERATARZE il . — NIRRT, R IRF BRI AT RE IR B 2h 4, PRI 2k Rt 36 7]
FRAETAATERAE A 1 SRR N IR TAE, B RTS8 . % B,

[ 1 e [ 2 4 5 B A A 2

R ) ST AT (1 35 R — MR R ST R SR AR e AT B R A . — ORI, S SCEEA  A

FRRHR 5378 H #B AT DR JFOCh B 5, B REMAMASE —F, SO0 B I R SO BB, X2
REEHMR. ARNFEEMLLT. HERT 58 B @RS R @l MR AR REAYK
RARFNWT, X RRZEM. FIW/NE 4, @RS F B anew crop of young farmers who were trying to bring
fresh greens closer to eaters in the city by growing them in high-tech indoor vertical(Z £ ff]) farms; farmers with
university degrees growing plants that might someday fuel our cars; farmers were using technology to take the best
possible care of their animals. 3X JLAJG T4 BRIRIA, T8 45 AR RAR) L [F)4F s 2 26 SR AR AR
SR, X 7R AT M 0.
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HEFRAIr G, RIEZEVUEL “A study by the UK’s National Union of Students found that up to 70 percent of UK
students living away from home experience homesickness within their first few weeks of being away. (i [E 4> [ 2~
A2 B4 22 (National Union of Students) ¥ —IRA 70 KB, ik 70%I1) B K AE AR SEE A A AE B KW FT LA 2
K. )7 AlA, $RBIEE S E RS S LS N TIE AR RIER 1), ik B,

(33 iEE]
AT HE R . ARYE SR T “But homesickness isn’t just a feeling of sadness that happens in our mind; it can also
affect us physically.({H & 88 K AMAE —Fpk AEETAT T AR B s B S R A T B A )7
AL, RGOS IRATI SR R . ik Co

(34 J8VEf# ]
YT HIT . ARPE(RIECERVUEL “Try and establish routines (7 %) quickly. This can make your new environment
feel more stable and will hopefully make you feel more settled(i 5 PRI 2 37 H 5 5 Mo IX 2L /R I HT A5 85
FAaE, WA A BEIEREGEE %ZE)” "I, Hardy 8IS EE#A HH WSR2 218 #uk C.
B GRS E; BAME29, FR104)
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[Fi5E])] AR —RR, FERARKRIKEZDSHEE, HSIXMOEE K.

[35 A ]
FHEHTE) “How old is “old™? (“Z72Z£ /D457 ) "g— e, KA sabashim%, C kNl “The answer
has changed over the years. (4K, ZFRE—HEL.) 7 1 “The answer” FIHGTHI I ] #AH AR, [
CRBiAE B30, FraiEtd, g C.

[36 &)
THATYE ““You are as old or young as you feel!” The calendar (H JJ7) simply tells you how many years you have
lived. ¢ “fRuefd HOFRIERZE, A ZHER!” HIREEFRIE 720480 7, P RMULEIH
CEFERI & Z 2l T H PN R VSR B URIRIF, D #E0 “ Your body tells you how well you’ve lived.

R SRS RIS E 247 7 W T SR & S RRAR R RIS 22, K D ke Iik$: B3,
FrETEEE, Wk D,

(37 A )
ZFH& AT “Nobody grows old by living a number of years. (3% ANFANWE T JLEMAZEZ.) 7, Fikm

“People grow old by giving up their goals. ( NXJHF HbrmALE ) ” fEA) N EMFTH—3, Bl B
HE, HAEN M ESOHE AR, Btk FEmffaists, #uk F.

(38 AlEf# ]
R G “ Alice Brophy, when she was with the New York City commission for the Aging, said, “It upsets me
when people say, ‘Gee, you look young for your age!” (ZFTN#2 « 4i % 3E(Alice Brophy)fEZ1 LT Z L= i<
TAER RS, AU, B, IREERECSEFRERERD 7, KEHZ L2 AN MR, A
ET “Old is a point of view. (ZZ&—MM i) 7 EHFUH 7iX—rl, B A ST E1E5, Mok A.
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[39 k]
ZER& T “ There are many wrong ideas about aging. (¢ TR EF Y LHAZIIM ) 7, G LT “These
ideas stereotype ([#11k) people on the basis of age. (X LR & RAEHE T4 A= E L. ) 7 F1ff) “These
ideas” FRACHTIHI “wrong ideas” , NIt G ¥ &L B30, FFE1ER, #E G,
F=ar: PERE GEFHTW, 324
£ GLa/MNE, BPME3S, 125

[ %22 ] 40. The wish for peace and happiness in the world

41. To ensure all eight candles stand together on the eighth night
42. The Lantern Festival

43. To introduce festivals of light from two cultures

O]

[t ) X —RILAC. HE AT EA RO H, SRR TR NRDEHI AT E 7o
e

[40 VA ]
FRAE 58 — Bt J5— ) “ There is one thing that is the same, however, and this is the wish for peace and happiness
in the world.” WA, & SCA IRBD GRS H A — rUEMHFER,  Blxs T AR aL o e . w7
DI P25 /. The wish for peace and happiness in the world.

(41 R ]
FRPE S8 — BHRI#EE 4] “Every night a new candle is lit so that on the eighth night, all eight candles stand
together.” TJ A1, BRI o — SO MUE N 1 ORIEAESE R IE L, 49 )\ SO BE 52 . AT DA b m] &
Aj: To ensure all eight candles stand together on the eighth night.

(42 VR ]
Y& = B8 —.. =] “The Lantern Festival goes back more than 2,000 years to the Qin Dynasty. It takes place
on the 15"day of the Chinese New Year, bringing the New Year season to a close.” R &1, 1F2&GH TES T4
WAEMISE R . AT DAE L FI 8 The Lantern Festival.

[43 @]
M5 L= EA) “Most cultures have a festival of light.” JF45 &4 LN AR A, %5 SCRBZE LR ARG
B A [ e OB, A EAF SO RGBT H o AT AR IR 9 To introduce festivals of
light from two cultures

B0 4)

44. [BR]1 SHEERE

Dear Jim

I am so delighted to hear from you. Welcome to spend the Spring Festival in China!
There are some interesting customs during the Spring Festival. We do a thorough cleaning before the festival
and put paper cutting on windows to decorate the room. Usually, we stay up to watch the Spring Festival Gala.

Children will receive red-bags and family will eat dumplings together. There are also some other activities, such as

RIEIC RSB ELE T7 i E: y o SREUE Z B R k44 e (S R
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dancing or setting off fireworks.
Normally, the weather during the festival is rather cold, so you’d better take some warm clothes.

I’m sure you will have a good time and spend a wonderful festival. Looking forward to your coming.

Yours,

Li Hua
[f#dr]
(7387 KR BHEEE T HAME. BERFAEGHEEEK Jim G, SNHS5HFE ARG,
(@25 WA
2K delighted — pleased/glad
fEoeeees #lA]: during — in
4 fY: thorough — complete
W4 fr): wonderful — excellent/super
PRCIER 53
Jiif): Usually, we stay up to watch the Spring Festival Gala.
$HREH): Usually, we stay up to watch the Spring Festival Gala, which is usually a feast for our eyes.
[ A5 ]) [52rF)%8 1] Usually, we stay up to watch the Spring Festival Gala.(iz JH T #hia /A @ 204 H HERE)
{51437 2] I'm sure you will have a good time and spend a wonderful festival. (iz F 4 W& 17 () T2 18 M A))
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