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One possible version:
Dear Jim,

As the College Entrance Exam is nearing, our class is collecting ideas for an activity aimed to
help us stay positive and manage stress. I would like to share mine with you.

The first part of my plan is a lecture on stress management. An expert will be invited to offer
us practical tips on that topic. Following the lecture, in a peer sharing session, we can share how
we feel with each other. My plan also involves an afternoon of fun sports for everyone. Games
like kite flying and fun relay races will be organized to give all students some precious quality
time together. The whole class can not only take a break from the tight schedule, but also enjoy
moments of accomplishment during the process.

What do you think of my plan? Since you are experienced in organizing extracurricular

activities, can you give me some suggestions? Thanks a lot!
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Possible version 1:

Last weekend, an unexpected concert at the balcony made my day.

On Sunday afternoon, when I was taking a break from my schoolwork, a clear
melody flowed in from the outside. It magically refreshed my tired mind and aroused
my curiosity.

Hoping to find its source, I went to the balcony. A young man was playing his
violin on the balcony across from mine, his eyes half closed in full enjoyment of the
tune. Amazed by his playing, I listened on and was absorbed.

Unexpectedly, to the melody of the violin was added a wonderful chord of guitar
from another neighbor. At this scene, I couldn’t help singing along and was surprised
when a girl also joined with her pure voice of a child. We hardly knew one another,
but in our perfect harmony, we felt like old friends connected by our shared love of
music. Our little concert went on and on, fascinating the whole community.

With a closing chord on the guitar, the concert ended. We smiled and waved to
each other as if we had just woken up from a sweet dream of music. Our shared
memory of the concert at the balcony would not fade away, from which I felt the
power of music to inspire and connect people. (213 words)

Possible version 2:

Last weekend, a special concert took place in my neighborhood. The uplifting
music and heartwarming neighborliness kept resonating in my mind.

Last Saturday afternoon, I was bored at home doing homework when a piece of
beautiful music flowed into my room and refreshed me immediately. Since the
outbreak of the virus, everything has gone virtual, so I hurried to my balcony to check
it out.

The melody led me to locate the violinist in seconds: a teenage boy playing My
Motherland and I on his balcony. Although it was not perfect, the organic sound of the
violin and his deep affection stunned me. I was lost in his music. Before I realized it, a
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guitar joined! The guitar from a young lady downstairs gave the music a more lively
tone. I couldn’t help humming the familiar tune when I suddenly heard someone
singing clearly and cheerfully. There was another girl volunteering as the vocalist of
this mini band! Inspired by all of them, I started singing loudly. The four of us staged
a live balcony concert as if on a stage with audience!

When the concert came to an end, we applauded each other’s wonderful
performance and waved at each other enthusiastically. “Take care!” “Looking forward
to the next performance!” were echoing in the community.

As the whole nation and even the whole world were struggling to get used to life
with restrictions while fighting against the virus, lots of fabulous ideas were produced
to boost people’s morale. This heartening balcony concert in my neighborhood truly
entertained me and rallied the optimistic spirit. (263)
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