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A New Friend and Perspective (¥ )

I picked up the phone, slowly dialing the number to her house. All I could think was what we could possibly
have a conversation about. 1 !1didn’t think I could have anything in common with someone who is 50 years older
than me.

“Your grandmother won’t be around forever,” my mom said, 2 | just did what she told me and painfully 3
my grandmother. What I didn’t know was that the phone call would change my attitude to life and my grandmother.

When she answered the 4 , | planned to have a small conversation. Instead, she invited me to lunch. 5 I
replied with a “That sounds great.”

When I__6 the phone, | immediately regretted agreeing to the lunch date. How was | going to fitthis 7 my
busy schedule of homework, games, and friends? It was not my ideal Saturday, but | sucked itup and 8 _anyway.
Me and my grandmother... nothing to talk about.

9 , my Saturday morning wasn’t painful. I was interested in listening about her recent trip to Europe and how
she saw the famous Eiffel Tower. She told me stories about her sewing class and her friends. I wasn’t aware that 60-
year-old people had a social life. It turned out that her life wasn’tas 10 as | thought. For once, Iwas 11 without
friends and without my cell phone. We planned to meet again at her house. This time, my mom didn’t have to 12
me.

During the next visit, we sorted through three shoeboxes of photographs. There was an interesting story for each
one. | learned that as humans, we 13 human experiences, no matter what age.

Ever since | made the first phone call to my grandmother, we have talked at least once a week. | regret not
calling her 14 . Her advice has taught me things that can’t be learned in a textbook. She taught me to be open to
new things, to enjoy the simple things, and to appreciate what life has given me. | have 15 a friend, a mentor (%

Jifi), and a new perspective.

1. A. Nothing B. Something C. Everything D. Anything
2. A. but B. for C.or D. so
3. A left B. called C. visited D. helped



4. A. phone B. door C. letter D. question
5. A. Hopefully B. Surprisingly C. Hesitantly D. Willingly
6. A. picked up B. putup C. hung up D. took up
7.A.up B. on C. with D. into
8. A. stopped B. waited C. went D. returned
9. A. Hopelessly B. Surprisingly C. Funnily D. Naturally
10. A. hard B. busy C.rich D. boring
11. A. curious B. content C. active D. proud
12. A. beg B. follow C. thank D. understand
13. A. doubt B. share C. tell D. enjoy
14. A. later B. more often C. earlier D. less often
15. A. remembered B. brought C. changed D. gained
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Smart Learners > Course Find a course Q

Welcome to Smart Learners

Smart Learners provides the world’s best online courses. These courses will help you
develop your learning skills. Find out what you are interested in and click to sign up.

Writing for your course |+ Signin

This course will ensure your This course is designed to help you ;
improvement in writing. You will schedule study activities in your daily
learn to develop a clear structure and life. You will leam to make a balance
write with proper language and between study time and personal time.
grammar. At the end of the course, You will create an effective study plan as
you will produce great written works. a product.
00 Type: Cost: 00 Type: Cost:
OO0 Online anytime Freo OO0 Online anytime Free

Level: ) Time: Level: ety Time:
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A better reader ot Sgoin | Which position for me _+ signin |

This course helps with strategies for This online job-hunting guide tool is
reading and summarizing information. designed to support people to build
You will read professional material, self-awareness. A 20-minute online
take notes and sum up main ideas. questionnaire (%) will help you know
l While wnnng your text summaries, more about yourscll'. You will know what
you are on the way 1o be a better reader. you could do in the future by exploring
' hundreds of jobs.
L 00 Type: Cont: 00 Type: Cost:
00 Online anytime Free 00O Online anytime Free
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16. How long will it take to complete the writing course?
A. 2 hours. B. 4 hours. C. 4.5 hours. D. 6 hours.
17. If you attend “How to be a time manager”, you will produce .

A. a study plan B. written works  C. text summaries D. a questionnaire

18. Which course can help you understand yourself better?
A. Writing for your course. B. How to be a time manager.
C. A better reader. D. Which position for me.

19. The passage probably comes from

A. Ascience report.  B. A website. C. A guidebook. D. A menu.
B
Tommy Rhomberg was a twelve-year-old young boy in lowa. Last summer, his home state was destroyed by

Y

/\ Great Derecho. He soon came up with a creative idea to raise money for his community

by making and selling baseball bats out of wood brought down by the storm.

The idea for the bats originally began as Tommy prepared a birthday gift for his
baseball bat . . . . .
35502 friend. Then many others expressed interest in owning Great Derecho bats of their own.
/ At first, Tommy didn’t take it seriously, but since so many people in the area needed help
v

after the storm, he determined to make a difference to them.

The first bat took Tommy 10 hours to carve and sand (FH#P4%FT ) out of a tree branch that had fallen in his
yard. With blisters (7Kif2) on his hands, Tommy had to refuse his brother’s request for making another bat. But as he
began receiving more orders, he streamlined the process with a machine with the help of his grandfather. Tommy
promised $20 from each order would go to the local disaster relief fund to rebuild the community.

When asked why he started the “bat business”, Tommy replied, “We got kind of lucky with the storm. We
didn’t have much damage, but just driving around town there were people with houses destroyed, and I just
wanted to raise money so we could help them rebuild. T feel like it’s really helping people.”

Tommy has made more than 100 bats, raising more than $2,500 to help out his community, and orders have
come in from as far as Arizona and Connecticut. Tommy is not taking additional orders at the moment, but it’s
possible that he’ll make more bats in the future, according to his website.

20. What does the underlined words “Great Derecho” in paragraph 1 probably mean?

A. A place. B. A person. C. A storm. D. An idea.

21. Tommy made the first bat because_ .

A. his brother asked him to make one

B. his grandfather suggested producing one

C. he wanted to give his friend a gift

D. he was interested in playing baseball
22. What did Tommy do for the community?

A. He collected the wood. B. He donated money.

C. He rebuilt the school. D. He repaired the machine.



23. What can we learn from the story?
A. Well begun, half done. B. Don’t judge a book by its cover.
C. A friend in need is a friend indeed.  D. Little people can make a big difference.
C

EQ means people’s ability to understand their own feelings and the feelings of others.

It is the ability to perceive, interpret, demonstrate, control, evaluate, and use emotions to communicate with and
relate to others effectively and constructively. This ability to express and control emotions is essential, but so is the
ability to understand, interpret, and respond to the emotions of others. Some experts suggest that emotional
intelligence is more important than IQ for success in life.

It is generally believed that people with high EQs are open to new ideas and have positive attitudes towards life.
They are also less likely to be troubled by internal problems. On the other hand, there is little doubt that people with
low EQs often have problems getting on with other people and dealing with difficult situations; hence they have a
harder time adjusting in life and in their careers.

People generally believe that a person’s 1Q is determined by birth. However, most social scientists agree that EQ
has a lot to do with education. Some are trying to study the possibility of improving a person’s EQ, especially in
terms of “people kills”, such as understanding and communication.

Professor Mayer, recognised by many as a leading expert in the study of changes to people’s EQs, recently
announced the results of a study on senior secondary school students. When students were introduced to those who
had disabilities, they found that, afterwards, the non-disabled students were more willing to help people with
difficulties. Compared to students who had not been involved in the study, they also showed a better understanding
of the disabled students’ feelings. There was also an obvious change in the disabled students’ attitudes. They became
more positive about life and more willing to try new things.

Altogether, the results of studies show that EQ is as important, if not more important than IQ. To get ahead in the
world and lead a happy successful life requires getting on well with other people and being able to understand and
react to situations in the best way possible. A high EQ is necessary for this—the higher the better. And the fact that it
might be possible to raise EQs means that schools need to make sure that their students are receiving an education

they really need, not solely based on IQ but on developing the entire character.

24. What is mainly talked about in the first two paragraphs?
A. What is EQ B. What is IQ
C. the relationship between EQ and 1Q D. the difference between EQ and 1Q
25. According to the passage, which is the characteristics of people with high EQ?
A. try new things B. brave in dangers
C. believe everybody around D. give chance to others
26. Which one of the following is not Professor Mayer’s opinion on EQ?
A. can be improved B. is related to education
C. is determined by birth D. can help people get a good job
27. What methods the writer uses to support his arguments
(1) giving examples

(2) using data


https://www.verywellmind.com/what-are-emotions-2795178
https://www.verywellmind.com/iq-or-eq-which-one-is-more-important-2795287

(3) citing ideas from expert or authors

(4) referring to common knowledge
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These days many people choose to live or work in other countries, which has been made possible because of
the convenience of air travel and modern communications. | believe that this has more benefits than drawbacks.

28 If a person moves away, it is true that air travel and devices such as Skype mean that
communication and contact can be maintained. However, it is likely that a person will only be able to return one or
two times a year during holidays, and speaking on skype or via email is not the same as face-to-face contact.

Despite this, there are significant advantages it can bring to people's lives. Firstly, it means that people have
the opportunity to see other parts of the world and the way people live. For example, people from the West often
go to work in Asia or the Middle East and visa-versa. 29

In addition to this, on a wider level it may also benefit other countries. 30 To illustrate, nurses and
doctors often move to work in hospitals in other countries when there is a shortage, so this is very valuable to the
place they move to.

I would therefore argue that although there are disadvantages of the current trend to live and work abroad,
they are outweighed by the advantages. It can enrich people's lives and lives of the people in the countries that they
move to.

A. If someone moves abroad for work, it is usually because their skill is required there.

B. The disadvantage of this development is the distance that is put between family members.

C. This enriches people's lives as they get to learn about things different from their own country.
D. This helps people get to live the same life in the country they work.
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A Rubbish Collector’s Work Is Never Done

Brian Kane was a rubbish collector in Denver, Colorado. Eight hours a day, five days a week, fifty weeks a
year, he rode on the back of a garbage truck. At each stop, he would jog to the back of buildings, then drag heavy
rubbish cans to the truck. Brian never complained. Brian saw these hardships as opportunities to become strong
and fit. His job was a training ground for his lifelong dream: to climb Mount Qomolangma.

On his thirtieth birthday, Brian took a leave from his job and flew to Nepal to begin the long, difficult journey
up Mount Qomolangma. Brian first climbed to a base camp. He planned to bring three oxygen containers (fi) with
him to the top. At 29,028 feet, it would be hard to survive without extra oxygen. Over the next two months, Brian
climbed to 26,000 feet, to Camp Four—the last place to rest below the top of the mountain. But when Brian saw
this camp, he fell to his knees.

“Rubbish!” he cried.



Nearly a thousand empty oxygen containers littered the camp area. Humans had turned this beautiful, far-away
place into a big rubbish pile (). Brian was very sad. But with a strong determination he continued to follow his
dream.

Two days later, he stood proudly on the top of Mount Qomolangma. He had reached the “roof of the world!”
Two days after this great achievement, Brian put a dozen empty oxygen containers in his pack and headed down

the mountain. He smiled to himself as he realized that the work of a rubbish collector is great and never done.

31. What was Brian Kane? (/% F =™ #.ii])

32. What was Brian’s lifelong dream? (A~% T~ U™ B 1i])

33. How did Brian feel when he saw the rubbish pile at Camp Four? (/"2 - ™ i)
34. What do you think of Brian Kane? (—™ #.i])
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35. After graduation, I decided to make a to our society, so I became a volunteer

teacher and was sent to a remote village. (different)

36. The years he spent in the countryside proved to be a(n) experience. (amaze)

37. 1 feel when my team loses. (disappoint)

38. From the time I met Alicia, I knew she the next big thing in the technology
world. (be)

39. Scott had failed to win the race to the Pole, but the great courage shown by Scott and

his men made them (hero)
40. A Y-20 strategic transport plane of the People's Liberation Army has transported 14 tons

of rescue , vehicles and rescuers to the earthquake-hit area after a 6.2-
magnitude earthquake occurred in Northwest China's Gansu province. (supply)
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A
When you visit London, one of the first things you will see is Big Ben, the famous clock 44  can be
heard all over the world on the B.B.C. If the Houses of Parliament had not been burned down 45 1834, the
great clock would never have been erected. Big Ben takes its name from Sir Benjamin Hall who was responsible for
the making of the clock when the new Houses of Parliament were being built. It is not only of immense size, but is
46 (extreme) accurate as well.
B
While playing truant, little boy, Jim, travelled 1600 miles. He hitch-hiked to Dover and, towards evening, went

into a boat, sleeping. When he woke up next morning, he discovered that the boat 47 (arrive) at Calais.



From there, he hitch-hiked to Paris in a lorry. The driver 48 (leave) him just outside the city. The next car
took him to the French-Spanish border, 49 he was picked up by a policeman and sent back to England. By

now, he 50 (set) up a record for the boys who dream of evading school.

C
Low-Hanging Fruit

If you are the first person to arrive at an apple tree during harvest time, you can easily find some low-hanging
fruit. These are the applesthat 51 (be) on the branches closest to the ground. Low-hanging fruit describes
the most obviousor 52 (easy) things to do to help you reach a goal. Anyone or anything 53  can
be won over or gained very easily is low-hanging fruit. Here is an example: “Changing the company logo is low-
hanging fruit. It won’t cost much, and I can do it in an hour.”
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Time Activities

go to Ditan Temple Fair (Jii£)
morning ® learn about Chinese folk arts
® watch dragon and lion dances

® cat local traditional snacks

afternoon

Dear Jack,
1I’'m so glad you’re coming to Beijing during the Spring Festival season.

What do you think of the arrangements? If you have any other plans, just let me know.
Lihua
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31. A rubbish collector. ¥F43#7ifE: A rubbish collector. (2 4)) A collector. (143
32. To climb Mount Qomolangma.
PEorpaifE: To climb (Mount) Qomolangma. (2 73)
To climb Mount (1.5 43
To climb. (1 43)
33. Very sad. 1P/ #nifE: (Very) sad. (243)
34. Great/ Brave/ Kind/ Hardworking... (Z5H—/MNAHAIIEAFR L 2 )

SERA)T (643D
35 36 37 38 39 40
difference  amazing disappointed would be heroes supplies
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41. it is a way of exploring/to explore the unknown world.
1.0 0.5 0.5.
42. There is a big gym in our school./ Our school has a big gym.
0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0505
43. It was the last day of the school year. We were sitting in the classroom, waiting for our teacher.
0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
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Possible version:

Dear Jack,

I’'m so glad you’re coming to Beijing during the Spring Festival season. It’s the best time to experience Chinese
holiday culture. I’ve planned a one-day tour for you in Beijing.

In the morning, we will go to Ditan Temple Fair, one of the biggest in Beijing. There you’ll learn about typical
Chinese folk arts such as paper cuts and calligraphy artwork. We’ll also watch dragon and lion dances, an important
celebration show for the holiday. At noon, we will try some local snacks there. I’'m sure it’ll be a new experience for
you.

I know you are interested in Peking Opera, so we’ll go to Beijing Liyuan Theatre in the afternoon. You will see what
different opera mask colors mean. I believe the stage performance will impress you most!

What do you think of the arrangements? If you have any other plans, just let me know.

Li Hua
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